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HISTORY 260: HISTORIOGRAPHY AND 

RESEARCH METHODS 

 

Semester: Spring 2015 

Time: TTh 1:00 – 2:20 

Place: Main 102 
 

 

 

Professor: Dr. Clayton Whisnant 

Office: Main 105 

Email: whisnantcj@wofford.edu 

Phone: x4550 

Office Hours: MWF 1:00-2:00 

(or by appointment) 

 

Web Page: 

http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj 
 

 

 

  
  

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

This course, required of all history majors, will serve as an introduction to the techniques, 

conventions, studies, and practices of history.   It will have two integrated components.  The first 

component, historiography, will introduce students to the study of how history is interpreted and 

written.  The second component, research methods, will give students the tools they need to find 

and use both primary and secondary sources. 

   

Course Goals 

  

Some of the issues and questions we will explore in this course include: 

 What is historiography?  

 How are historiographical schools of thought developed? Why do historians, working 

with the same general pool of information, reach different conclusions about such 

problems as the New Deal, the French Revolution, and the rise of the working classes in 

England? Can any history really claim to tell the 'objective' truth?  Why or why not?  

 What research tools are appropriate to historians, and how can these be used at 

Wofford?  How have new technologies changed our approaches to historical sources?  

 How should historians approach non-traditional sources, such as film and oral history?  

 How should a research project be organized?  

mailto:whisnantcj@wofford.edu
http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj
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 Course Objectives 

The class will have three major areas of focus:  

1. Evaluating and using sources:  Students will use primary documents and a collection of 

historians’ essays on major historical problems to develop analytical skills and writing 

techniques.  Exercises will include work on paraphrasing, transitions, and citations.  

1. Evaluating and writing the book review:  Students will read The Ghost Map and will 

be guided through a series of exercises culminating in a tightly-written book 

review.  Every student must complete two long drafts of the review, one of which will be 

submitted for peer evaluation, and then must condense the long draft into a two-page 

final project.   

1. Researching and writing the historiographical essay:  Students will choose a topic 

(subject to instructor approval) and will find 10 secondary sources on that topic.  Of these 

sources, at least 5 will be books and 3 will be peer-reviewed journal articles.  Through a 

series of reviews and other written exercises, these 10 sources will be winnowed down to 

5 (3 books, 2 articles).  These five sources will be used to write a historiographical essay 

on a well-defined thesis.  

  

Course's Relationship to Department Goals 

This course helps the history department reach its goals by teaching students several important 

skills important for the study and practice of history: 

1. learning how history is interpreted,  

2. assessing and critiquing arguments made by historians,  

3. evaluating and using primary and secondary sources,  

4. writing a research paper, and  

5. using technology as a historian.  

 Technology Skills 

Students will need some basic knowledge of web browsers in order to be able to find and utilize 

research material.  They will also need some basic working knowledge of using a computer 

word-processor in order to write the short paper in this class.  As a part of the course, students 

will use several on-line databases to find materials for their historiographical paper.  We will also 

discuss ways of judging the legitimacy of on-line resources. 

 
 

  

Instructional Format 

This course will largely a discussion-based class, supplemented by lots of in-class workshopping 

exercises and work in the library. 
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TEXTS 

 Steven Johnson, Ghost Map, (Riverhead, 2006) ISBN: 978-1594489259.  

 Mary Lynn Rampolla, A Pocket Guide to Writing in History, 5th edition (Boston and 

New York: Bedford/St. Martins, 2007). 

 Digital History Reader collection of materials on women and abolition in the US. 

 E-reserve readings available through Wofford's library. 

 

The readings listed under each day should be done before the assigned day. 

  

  

GRADING 

  

First Hollitz Papers (300-500 words)  
2.5% 

each  

Second Hollitz Papers (300-500 words)  
2.5% 

each  

Description of Historiography Review Topic  5%  

DHR Paper  10% 

Library Work  20%  

Paper on Southern Segregation  10%  

Long Book Review (1100-1300 words/4-5 

pages)  
10%  

Peer Review (500-550 words/2 pages)  5%  

Short Book Review (500-550 words/2 pages)  5%  

Historiography Review (2600-3600 

words/10-14)  
30%  

  
  

The Grade for the Library work mentioned above will consist of four (4) class assignments (5 

point each), three (3) homework assignments (15 points each), and a final bibliography (35 

points). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

http://www.dhr.history.vt.edu/modules/us/mod04_women/index.html
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ATTENDANCE POLICY 

You cannot afford to miss this class!  If you miss a class due to an excused absence (for which 

you must provide a written doctor’s note or a note explaining the family emergency or near-

death experience that prevented you from coming to class), you are responsible for getting the 

assignments due for the next class period.  More than 2 unexcused absences will lead to you 

being dropped from the class.   

  

LATE POLICY 

 

Papers are due at the beginning of class the day for which it is assigned.  Late papers are 

generally accepted, though with a late penalty applied. 

 

  

OTHER REMARKS 

All cell phones must be turned off at the beginning of class.  Do not, of course, take phone calls 

during class.  Please be on time.  If you must arrive late or leave early, do so as quietly and 

unobtrusively as possible.  Finally, all work must be yours.  Plagiarism and cheating will be 

punished with an F for the assignment. 

We will be looking closely at issues of improper citation and plagiarism in this class, but you 

should already be familiar with the section in your Student Handbook regarding academic 

honesty.  Plagiarism includes using materials from articles, books, web sites, and other sources 

without proper acknowledgement and citations; copying ideas, phraseology, or portions of actual 

papers from these and other sources, including your friends; downloading papers from web sites 

and turning them in as your own; and sharing answers for exams and other 

assignments.  Improper citation can be trickier to identify, but it is obviously of crucial 

importance to historians, and we will be spending several class exercises on the problems of 

citing sources.  

Academic honesty is a key part of the Wofford College Honor Code, which is binding on all 

students.  Please review the honor code at www.wofford.edu/studentLife/honorCode.pdf  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wofford.edu/studentLife/honorCode.pdf
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 CLASS SCHEDULE 

Week 1 

 
Class  Assignment 

Feb 3 Introduction none 

Feb 5 

The Craft of History: 

 

Diagnostic Test 

 

Discuss "Florida's Lawmakers" and Wikipedia 

(handout in class) 

Rampolla, Ch. 1: 

"Introduction: Why Study 

History?" 

Week 2 

Feb 10 

Evaluating Primary Sources 

 

Discuss newspaper articles (handout in class) 

Rampolla, Ch. 2: "Working 

with Sources"  

Feb 12 

Evaluating Primary Sources, cont.: 

 

Discuss Truman documents and, if time, Hogarth 

Images 

e-reserve reading: 

 

Truman Documents 

 

 

Week 3 

Feb 17 Ice Day! No reading 

Feb 19 Evaluating Multiple Primary Sources 

e-reserve: Hollitz, Ch. 2  

Response paper #1 due: Do 

conditions for workers 

appear to be improving or 

getting worse? Which 

sources support your 

argument? 

Week 4 

Feb 24 
Primary and Secondary Sources 

e-reserve: Portrait Article  

 

Bring a general topic for your 

historiographical 

review.  This topic will be 

the basis upon which your 

library assignments will be 

built.  

Also, start reading Johnson! 

 



6 | P a g e  
 

Feb 26 

Evaluating a Secondary Source 

 

 

e-reserve: Hollitz, ch. 4  

 

Response paper #2 due: 

What is Kazin's argument? 

Do the primary sources 

included in the chapter 

support that argument or 

not? Explain 

Week 5 

Mar 3 

Debating Historical Arguments 

  

Handout: Types of History 

e-reserve: Hollitz, Ch. 11 (no 

paper on this chapter due) 

 

Short paper (2-3 pages) on 

chosen historiographical 

review topic due. 

Mar 5 Historiography: Schools and Arguments 

e-reserve: Charles I essay 

DHR paper due 

Week 6 

Mar 10 
How to Write a Book Review 

 

Rampolla, Ch. 3: "Reading 

and Writing in History: Some 

Typical Assignments"  

e-reserve: Drink in the 

Colonies (2 book reviews)  

e-reserve: The Perreaus and 

Mrs. Rudd (2 book reviews) 

Mar 12 

Meet in Library 

 

 

[Library Homework #1 due 

on Monday, 3/17) 

Week 7 

Mar 17 

 

Discuss Johnson, The Ghost Map  

 

 

Finish reading Ghost Map!  

 

Mar 19 

Meet in Library 

 

 

 

[Library homework #2 due 

on Monday, 3/23]  

 

Week 8 

Mar 24 

Peer Reviewing an Essay and Writing the Short 

Book Review 

 

 

Draft of long Ghost Map 

paper due (bring 2 copies!) 

http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/his260/Types%20of%20History.htm
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Mar 26 
Meet in Library 

 

 [Library homework #2 due 

on Monday, 3/30]  

 

Week 9 

Mar 31 Citations and Bibliographies 

Rampolla, Chs. 6 and 7 (on 

Plagiarism & Documenting 

Sources) 

Peer review due 

E-reserve: 

 

John David Smith, 

"Introduction: Segregation 

and the Age of Jim Crow," in 

When Did Southern 

Segregation Begin?, ed. John 

David Smith (Boston and 

New York: Bedford/St. 

Martin's, 2002), 3 – 46. 

 

 

 

 

Apr 2 
Paraphrasing and Plagiarism 

 

E-reserve reading: 

 

C. Vann Woodward, The 

Strange Career of Jim Crow 

(New York: Oxford 

University Press), 13 – 26, 51 

– 56, 81 – 87. 

 

Joel Williamson, After 

Slavery: The Negro in South 

Carolina during 

Reconstruction, 1861 – 1877 

(Chapel Hill: University of 

North Carolina Press, 1965), 

274 – 299. 

 

[Library homework #2 due 

on Monday, 4/13] 
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Week 10 

Apr 7 

Spring Break! 

 

 

  

Apr 9 

Spring Break! 

 

 
 

Week 11 

Apr 14 

Historiography  

Discuss Smith, "Introduction." 

Final version of long Ghost 

Map review due  
 

Annotated Bibliographies 

Due 

 

E-reserve:  

 

Edward L. Ayers, The 

Promise of the New South: 

Life After Reconstruction 

(New York: Oxford 

University Press, 1992), 136 

– 146. 

 

Howard N. Rabinowitz, 

"From Exclusion to 

Segregation: Southern Race 

Relations, 1865 – 1890), in 

Race, Ethnicity, and 

Urbanization: Selected 

Essays (Columbia: The 

University of Missouri Press, 

1994), 137 – 163. 

 

Apr 16 Library 

 

e-reserve: 

 

Barbara Welke, "When All 

the Women Were White, and 

All the Black Were Men: 

Gender, Class, Race, and the 

Road to Plessy, 1855 – 

1914," Law and History 

Review 13 (Fall 1995): 295 – 

313. 
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Week 12 

Apr 21 

Historiography 

Discuss all segregation essays 

 

Leon F. Litwack, Trouble in 

Mind: Black Southerners in 

the Age of Jim Crow (New 

York: Alfred A. Knopf, 

1998), 229 – 237. 

 

Apr 23 

Proofreading and Rewriting 

 

Sign Up for Conferences Next Week 

Segregation paper due  

Short Ghost Map review 

due  

Week 13 

Apr 28 
Individual Conferences on historiographical essay 

  

Apr 30 
Individual Conferences on historiographical essay 

 
   

Week 14 

May 5 
Meet in the Library: Exploring the Archives 

 
   

May 7 
Last Class Day 

 
  

NO FINAL EXAM 

 

Your final historiography paper is due by noon on Wednesday, May 13. 

  

Note: This syllabus is tentative and subject to change upon notice. 
  

  
 


