
1 
 

HISTORY 102: WESTERN CIV, 1815-2001 

 

Semester: Fall 2013 

Meeting Time: TR 1:00 – 2:20 

   

Place: Main 104 

 

 

 

Professor: Dr. Clayton Whisnant 

Office: Main 105 

Email: whisnantcj@wofford.edu 

Phone: x4550 

Office Hours: MWF 1:00 – 1:50 

 

Web Page: 

http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj 

  
  

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Course Goals 

In this course, students will study significant aspects of Europe’s political, social, and cultural 

history after the French Revolution until the collapse of the Soviet Union.  We will cover several 

basic themes: 

 the impact of industrialization on Europe;  

 the development of the European state, leading to the democracies and communist 

nations of the post-World War II era;  

 the impact of science and technology on modern life;  

 the transformation of values and modes of living, from the bourgeois culture of the 

nineteenth century to the modernist culture of the twentieth;  

 the consolidation and eventual dissolution of  European imperialism; and  

 the evolution of the international political system, always torn between the poles of 

conflict and cooperation.  
   

  

mailto:whisnantcj@wofford.edu
http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj
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While covering these themes, we will also examine specific defining moments in the evolution 

of European history: revolutions and wars; eras of prosperity and those of economic depression; 

political movements and major cultural figures. 

 

Finally, a portion of the course will be devoted to improving reading skills.  A number of books 

and essays will be examined with an eye towards looking for a central thesis, understanding an 

argument’s organization, and uncovering supporting evidence. 
  

Course Objectives 

  

Graded material will consist of quizzes, exam, and one paper. The quizzes are designed to teach 

students to look for main arguments and supporting evidence.  The readings will also be used to 

support the content goals of the course, as well as giving them evidence to employ in writing 

exam essays and the out-of-class paper. 

 

The three exams, on the other hand, will test their knowledge of a) key ideas, movements, and 

historical figures associated with the modern era since 1815; b) important events and trends that 

helped to give shape to Europe in the nineteenth and twentieth century; and c) the cause & effect 

relationships that help to explain the flow of events from the end of the French Revolution to the 

collapse of the Soviet Union 

  

Technology Skills 

Students will need some basic knowledge of web browsers in order to be able to find and utilize 

material on the on-line version of this syllabus.  They will also need some basic working 

knowledge of using a computer word-processor in order to write the short paper in this class. 
  

Instructional Format 

This course will be largely a lecture-based course, with some time set aside for discussion of the 

text material. 
  

  

TEXTS 

 Judith Coffin and Robert Stacey, Western Civilizations, 16
th

 Edition, Volume 2 (1400-

Present), (W. W. Norton, 2005) 

 Hugh Strachan, The First World War (Penguin, 2005) 

 Jeremi Suri, Power and Protest: Global Revolution and the Rise of Detente  (Oxford, 

2001), ISBN; 

 And a number of e-reserve readings, available through the library website.  

 

The readings listed under each day should be done before the assigned day. 
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GRADING 

Attendance and Participation: 5% 

Quizzes 10% 

2 Tests:   20%  each 

5-page essay: 20% 

Final exam: 25% 

  

There will be no make-up for the quizzes; two quizzes will be dropped from the grade, which 

should cover any absences. 

 

 

ATTENDANCE POLICY 

Students are permitted one unexcused absences.  Additional absences will lead to a lower 

participation grade which can seriously hurt the final grade.  Too many absences may also lead 

to an attendance warning and forced withdrawal from the class. 

  

Excused absences are those due to approved college-related activities (e.g. sporting events), 

documented illness, and family emergencies.  Students have the responsibility to make up missed 

work. 

  

 

LATE POLICY 

Students with a doctor’s excuse (or another suitable excuse) can make up the exam up to a week 

after the exam date.  There will be no make-up for quizzes. 

  

OTHER REMARKS 

Electronic devices (iphones, laptops, ipads, etc.) are not to be used during class.  All cell phones 

should be turned off at the beginning of class.  Do not, of course, take phone calls during class.  

Please be on time.  If you must arrive late or leave early, do so as quietly and unobtrusively as 

possible. 

All work must be yours.  Plagiarism and cheating will be punished with an F for the 

assignment.  Plagiarism, we should note, is defined in the following way according to Wofford 

College's Faculty Handbook (VII-6): 

(1) The verbatim repetition, without acknowledgement, of the writings of another author. 

(2) Borrowing without acknowledging the source. 



4 
 

(3) Paraphrasing the thoughts of another writer without acknowledgement. 

(4) Allowing any other person or organization to prepare work which one then submits as his or 

her own. 

You should pay close attention to the third definition, especially when referring to ideas 

borrowing from a website. 

  CLASS SCHEDULE 

Day Class Assignment 

Week 1 

9/3 
Introduction 

 
  

9/5 

The Industrial Revolution 

Quiz 

Read "Living by Wofford's 

Honor Code" 

WC, Ch. 19 

 

Week 2 

9/10 

The Age of Revolutions 

 

Quiz 

WC, Ch. 20 

9/12 

The Rise of the Nation State 

Quiz 

WC, Ch. 21 

Week 3 

9/17 

The Notion of Progress in the Nineteenth 

Century  

Quiz 

e-reserve:  

 

Susie Steinbach, Understanding 

the Victorians: Politics, Culture 

and Society in Nineteenth-

Century Britain (London and 

New York: Routledge, 2012), 

229-246. 

 

S. S. Schweber, “Scientists as 

Intellectuals: The Early 

Victorians,” in Victorian Science 

and Victorian Values: Literary 

Perspectives, ed. James Paradis 

and Thomas Postewait (New 

Brunswick, New Jersey: Rutgers 

University Press, 1985), 1-37. 

http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/his102/outline1_intro.htm
http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/his102/outline1_industrialization.htm
http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/his102/outline1_industrialization.htm
http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/handouts/Plagiarism.pdf
http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/handouts/Plagiarism.pdf
http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/his102/outline2_revolutions.htm
http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/his102/outline2_revolutions.htm
http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/his102/outline4_nation_state.htm
http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/his102/outline6_science_empire.htm
http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/his102/outline6_science_empire.htm
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9/19 

Religion in the Nineteenth Century 

Map Quiz 

Start reading Strachan’s The 

First World War 

Week 4 

9/24 
Critics of the Bourgeois Order 

 

Continue Strachan’s The First 

World War 

9/26 

European Imperialism & Colonialism 

 

Quiz 

WC, Ch. 22 

Week 5 

10/1 First Test  
 

Study for Test  

10/3 No Class 
 

Continue Strachan 

Week 6 

10/8 

Modernism: Origins of Twentieth-Century 

Ideas 

 

Quiz 

WC, Ch. 23 

10/10 

The European State Structure at the turn of the 

Twentieth Century 

Discuss Test 

Continue Strachan 

Week 7 

10/15 

World War I 

 

Discuss Strachan 

 

Quiz 

 

Finish Strachan 

10/17 

Continue Discussing Strachan 

 

Get Paper Topic 

No reading 

Week 8 

10/22 

The Russian Revolution 

  

Quiz 

 

e-reserve reading: 

 

Sheila Fitzpatrick, The Russian 

Revolution, 2
nd

 ed. (Oxford and 

New York: Oxford University 

Press, 1994), 40-67 

http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/his102/outline7_religion.htm
http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/his102/outline8_critics.htm
http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/his102/outline9_empire.htm
http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/his102/outline10_modernism.htm
http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/his102/outline10_modernism.htm
http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/his102/outline9_state_system_1900.htm
http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/his102/outline9_state_system_1900.htm
http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/his102/outline12_russian%20rev.htm
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10/24 

The Interwar Era 

 

Quiz 

WC, Ch. 25 

 

Also e-reserve:  

 

Modris Eksteins, The Great War 

and the Birth of the Modern Age 

(New York and London: Anchor 

Books, 1989), 241-274. 

Week 9 

10/29 

Stalin's Russia 

 

Quiz 

e-reserve reading: 

Lionel Kochan and John Keep, 

The Making of Modern Russia, 

2
nd

 ed. (New York: Penguin 

Books), 368-397. 

 

10/31 Hitler' Germany 

Start reading Suri, Power and 

Protest 

Week 10 

11/5 
 

Second Test  

 

 

Study for Test  

 

11/7 

World War II 

 

 

WC, Ch. 26 

 

Strachan Paper Due 

Week 11 

11/12 World War II, cont. 
Keep reading Suri, Power and 

Protest 

11/14 

Cold War Western Europe 

 

Quiz 

WC, Ch. 27  

Reading Guide: Chapter 27 

Week 12 

11/19 

The New Face of Western Europe 

 

Quiz 

WC, Ch. 28 

11/21 Catch-Up Work on Suri 

Week 13 

http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/his102/outline13_interwar%20culture.htm
http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/his102/outline14_stalin.htm
http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/his102/outline15_nazism.htm
http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/his102/outline16_WWII.htm
http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/his102/outline17_cold_war_europe.htm
http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/his102/study_guide_ch27.htm
http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/his102/outline18_face%20west%20europe.htm
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11/26 

Discuss Suri's Power and Protest 

Quiz 

Finish Suri, Power and Protest 

11/28 

 

Thanksgiving Holiday 

 

No reading 

Week 14 

12/3 Continue discussing Suri 
 

No reading 

12/5 
Collapse of Communism and Europe after the 

Cold War 
WC, Ch. 29 

Final Exam: Tuesday, December 10, 2-5 PM 
  

Essay Themes for the Final Exam; Dates to Know for Exam 

  

  

 This syllabus is subject to change upon notice. 

http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/his102/outline19_collapse%20soviet%20bloc.htm
http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/his102outlines/study_guide_final(102).htm
http://webs.wofford.edu/whisnantcj/his102outlines/dates_to_know_for_his_102_exam.htm

