
JAN 346A      January 2012     
Stand-Up Comedy and Improvisation  

Course Instructor:      Steven B. Zides     Professional Heckler:    Tim Brown   
email: zidessb@wofford.edu      phone: 597-4613    office: RMSC124-A 

            

Description 
     In this interim, students will immerse themselves in all aspects of stand-up comedy, through 
both academic study and live performance.  The class will start with the historical development of 
comedy, quickly moving from its ancient roots to more modern conceptions of humor.  With 
this knowledge under their belts, students will then turn their attention to the analysis of the 
styles/routines of several legendary comedians and engage in numerous improvisational exercises.  
Near the end of the course, students will write and then perform stand-up routines during 
scheduled events, open to the entire Wofford community. 
   
Class Schedule    Monday through Friday 9:00am-12:00pm in RMSC 328 
   
Special Event   Improvisation and Stand –Up Workshops, Visits to Improv Show, Stand-Up  
                        Competition and Large Scale Comedy Club.  
   
Textbooks     So You Think You’re Funny, Stand-Up Comedy   
              by The Immediate Gratification Players and Judy Carter 
   
Attendance 
     Attendance is mandatory. You will be allowed one unexcused class absence without penalty.  
More than one unexcused class absence will result in a non-passing grade for the interim.  Excused 
absences are allowed but must be properly documented.  More than 3 absences (total) will also 
result in a non-passing grade for the interim. 
  
Grading 
     The difference between a passing grade (P) and an honors grade (H) will depend on the quality 
of the student’s class participation and journal entries.  Class participation will include discussions, 
collaborative group activities, in-class improv and stand-up exercises.  Journals will be collected 
weekly for review. 
 

Academic Integrity 
     The Wofford Academic Honor Code will be strictly enforced in this course.  For more 
information visit:  http://www.wofford.edu/uploadedFiles/studentLife/2009-
2010%20Honor%20Code%20Rights%20Resp.pdf 
 

Technology 
    Students must be able to access the Internet. 
 

Class Format 
     Class will be a mixture of discussion, multi-media presentation, collaborative group activities, 
and comedy exercises.   As such, students should come to class prepared to participate. 
 

Cell Phones 
     Cell phones are not allowed in class at any time.  This includes text messaging.  If you have a cell 
phone, please turn it off before class and store it in your book bag.   
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