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Introduction to iTunes and the iPod  

Although this lesson is written for Windows PCs, there are very few differences between iTunes 
on a Windows PC or a Mac1.   

Installing iTunes and iPod Software   

If you are using this handout in a workshop, you may skip this section and go to page 4. We 
will have iTunes and iPod software already installed on the computers.   

To install iTunes on your computer, go to the Apple web 
site at www.Apple.com.  Click on the iPod + iTunes tab.      

On this page, specify that you are using a 
Windows machine and click on 
Download iTunes.  

You will be asked if you want to run or 
save this file. Choose Run.  

You then will be asked if you are sure you 
want to run this software. Again choose 
Run.    

You probably will be asked to choose a 
language.   

Finally, you will reach the iTunes installer. 
Choose Next at the bottom of the screen.  

An “About iTunes” screen will appear with a 
bunch of text to read, should you choose to do 
so. When you are ready, click Next.    

                                                

 

1 Biersdorfer, J. D., Ipod & iTunes: The Missing Manual, 4th Ed., 2006, O’Reilly Media, Sebastopol, CA, p 5. 

http://www.Apple.com
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The next window will let you choose the Setup Type. I 
chose to install a desktop shortcut, but not to use iTunes as 
the default player for audio files. You may do whatever 
you wish.        

You then will be asked to choose a destination location for the iTunes files. Click Next.  

Next you will see a “Born to be Together” window that serves absolutely no purpose except 
advertising and making old people like me nostalgic. No – that’s not right. I was never that 
young. “Jealous” is closer. Whatever, click Next.  

And finally, an “Installation  Successful” 
window. Click Finish.  

At this point, you should see an iTunes icon 
on your desktop.          

When you buy an iPod, it is accompanied by 
a CD that contains iTunes and iPod 
software. Such software is frequently out of 
date so it will save you time to install the 
iPod software directly from the Apple web 
page.    

In your web browser go to the URL, 
http://www.apple.com/ipod/download/ , to 
download the latest iPod software. This will 
bring you to a Get iPod Updater page.  

http://www.apple.com/ipod/download/
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Scroll down the page until you see a section that you 
must fill out to get an Apple ID. Fill it out, select your 
operating system, and click on Download iPod Software 
Update.   

You will see the usual windows asking you if you want 
to run the software. Choose Run a couple of times.        

Eventually you will reach the iPod installer 
window. Choose Next.             

When the installation is complete, select “Yes, 
I want to restart my computer now” and 
click on Finish.  

You will be asked if you want to restart your 
computer now. Select Yes.         
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Setting Up Your iPod for the First Time  

Click on the iTunes icon on your computer desktop to start iTunes, if it is not 
already running.       

Your iPod will come with a USB cable to connect it with 
your computer and charge its battery at the same time. This 
cable has a large plug on one end and a small one on the 
other. Insert the small plug in a USB 2.0 port of your 
computer. If you have a USB port on your keyboard, do not 
use it because it does not supply enough power.    

The large plug has a small symbol on one side. With both the iPod and this 
side of the plug facing up, insert the cable into the slot on the bottom of the 
iPod.            

Depending on how iTunes is set up, you may see “Do not disconnect” on the screen.    

If you are using a new iPod, it will need to be charged for a few hours. You can 
tell when an iPod is charging by the “lightning bolt” symbol in the battery icon, 
which is located in the upper right corner of the iPod screen.   

When the battery is charged, a “power cord plug” symbol shows in the battery 
icon.
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When you connect the iPod, you will see an iPod 
Setup Assistant window. Choose a name for the 
iPod, uncheck both of the boxes, and click on 
Next.  

The window will ask you to register your iPod. 
You do not need to do this, so click on Finish.          

When your computer recognizes your 
iPod, it may need to update the software 
that resides on the iPod itself. If this is 
the case you will see this dialog box. 
Click on Update.          

Wait until you see the dialog box 
confirming that you have updated the iPod 
software completely. At this point, the 
Update button will be shaded and the 
Restore button will be live.  

Although the iPod now has the latest 
system software installed, it may still have 
some unnecessary files on its hard drive. 
Click on Restore to remove these files.     

NOTE: If you have already stored some of your own files on the iPod, don’t click on Restore 
unless you want to erase all these files.
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You now will see your iPod in the Source list in the 
iTunes window.                  

Setting iTunes Preferences  

While the iPod is charging, you can change a few iTunes 
settings to fit our needs. Choose Edit , Preferences from the 
main menu. In the Preferences window, select the iPod tab, the 
Music tab, and check Manually manage songs and playlists 
(which already may be checked.)  


