Downloading, Installing, and Configuring Audacity
Under Windows

Thistutorial describes downloading, installing, and configuring Audacity on computers
using the Windows operating system. If Audacity is already on the computer you are

using, you can skip the sections on downloading and installing Audacity, but you might
want to glance over the section on configuring Audacity.

Downloading Audacity & LAME

To work with MP3 files with Audacity,
you will need to download and install both
Audacity and the MP3 encoder LAME.

Y ou can get both by following the
appropriate links from the Audacity
download page at sourceforge.net. Point
your favorite web browser to

and foI low the link to the stable release for
Windows. When this document was
prepared, that was 1.2.4.

Thiswill take you to a page with one link
to download a Windows installer and
another link for the LAME download.
Start by following the link to Audacity.
(You'll come back this page to follow the
link to LAME later in the installation.)
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http://audacity.sourceforge.net/download/

For theinstaller, sourceforge.net has a
number of mirror sites with the software.
Just select asite close to you and click on
Download. If you have pop-ups disabled,
you'll need to tell your browser it is okay
to download the package. Otherwise, the
download should begin.

When prompted, select Save to save the
file to your computer.

It can be helpful if you have afolder set
aside for Audacity as shown here, but this
really isn’t necessary. Y ou can reorganize
files as you see fit once the download is
complete.
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Some files can harm pour computer. If the file information below
looks suspicious. or you do not fully trust the source, do not open or
zave this file.

File name: audacity-win-1.2.4b exe

File type:  Application

From: internap. dl. sourceforge. net

& Thig tppe of file could ham vour computer if it containg
malicious code.

“whould pou like to open the file or save it ta your computer?

Cancel Mare Info

Open |

¥ | &lwavs ask before opening this tipe af file

Save - |3 Audaciy rl o« ®EckE-

21

File name [audacity-win-1.2 4b.exe =l Sawe
Save as lpe: |Application j Cancel
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Now that you have Audacity, you need to
download LAME. Go back to the
download page and follow the links for
LAME. Once again you’ll need to select a
mirror site and select Save to save the file
to your disk.

Installing the Software
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The official home page of of the LAME project can be found on Sourceforge.

For instructions on installing LAME with audacity see my instructions
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save this file.
File name: lame-3.96.1.zip
File type:  Powerdrchiver ZIP File
Frarn: wiaw webhostspress. net

Wwiould vou like to open the file or zave it to pour computer?

Cancel More Info

v &lways ask before opening this type of file

Now that you have the files on your computer, you are ready to install them. Double-
click on the Audacity download to run theinstaller.
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The installation will take you through
several screens beginning with the
welcome screen. Click on Next > to
continue.

Next isthe license agreement. You'll need
to agreeto it before you can proceed. Be
sure to click on the radio button next to |
accept the agreement after you read the
license if you want to proceed with the
installation. Then click on Next >.

Thisisfollowed by a genera information
screen. Again, click on Next > to continue.

fio" Setup - Audacity

Wizard

Thiz will install Audacity 1.2.4 on your computer.

continuing,

Click Next to continue, or Cancel to exit Setup,

Welcome to the Audacity Setup

Itis recommended that you clase all ather applications betore

=101 x|

Cancel |

|'.,EJ Setup - Audacity

License Agreement
Please read the following important infarmation befare continuing.

Please read the following License Agreement. “You must accept the terms of this
agreement befare continuing with the installation,

Mote: Audacity is distributed under the terms of the GNU GPL.
This includes everything in the zource code distribution
except code in the lib-erc directory. Code in the lib-src
directory may be released under a different license

[which is GPL-compatible]. For a summary, see the
README bt file, and for specific details, see the license
information inside each subdirectary of lib-zre.

The full text of the GNU GPL follows:

GHU GENERAL PUBLIC LICENSE

| do hot accept the agreement

< Back I Mest > I

Cancel |

15! Setup - Audacity
Information
Pleaze read the following important information before continuing.

when you are ready to continue with Setup, click Mext.

udacity: & Free, Cross-Platform Digital Audio E ditor

Wersion 1.2.4
For changelog, see the bottom of this document.

s btk audacity. sourceforge. het!
Email: sudacity-help@iists. sourceforge. net

Lead Developers:

Dominic Mazzoni (project leader]
Matt Brubeck

James Crook

Waughan Johnson

Markus Meyer

< Back Hext >

Cancel |




The next decision is where to place

Audacity on your System. YOu Can USEthe  *mee sovdat s st

Browse... button to look around or just go

Wlth the def aLllt Once yOU ha\/e Selected a D Setup willinstall Audasity into the following folder.

|0cati0n’ click on Next > to continue. T continus, dlick Mest, If you would like to sslect a diffsrent folder, cick Browse.
C:\Pragram FilesAudacit Bronse. |

At least 3.1 MB of free disk space is required.

< Back I Next » I Cancel |

You'll be given an option to create a

desktop icon and to associate the AUP LM T et

extension (and possibly others) with

A UdaCI ty Thl S Wl I I not Change the EFC‘T{C;JIEI;T additional tasks you would like Setup to perform while installing Audacity, then
association of common music files, etc. so Ackltonslcons:

it is areasonable choice. Click on Next > e

to continue after you make your selections. o el Ay e

< Back I Nest > I Cancel |

Review your selectionsand then click on  EEIREIEE
lngal | to I ngal | the wftware Or BaCk to Heged:l;?sl::v:lar:ady to begin installing Audacity on your computer.
make corrections to the selections.

Click Install to continue with the installation, or click Back. if vou want to review ar
change any settings.

Destination location :I
C:\Program Files'Audacity

Additional tasks:
Additional icons:
Create a desktop icon
Other tasks:
Aszociate Audacity project files

Ly o
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Cancel |




A progress screen will be displayed briefly

as Audacity isinstalled and then the finish
screen is displayed. Click on Einish to
complete the installation.

Audacity should start automatically to
confirm the installation worked properly.
You can closeit for now.

Once Audacity has been installed, you
need to unpack the LAME library.
Actually, you only need onefile,
lame_enc.dll, from the ZIP archive.
Double-click on the LAME download to
open it.

Depending on your software, you can
probably drag the file you want onto your
desktop.
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Completing the Audacity Setup
Wizard

Setup has finished instaling Audacity on your computer. The
application may be launched by selecting the installed icons,

Click Finish to exit Setup.

R Launch Audacity
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From there, you can move it to amore e — - ﬂl
permanent location. On my system, | put it | cea - » - @] @z e @155 < o o
[

in my Audacity folder. When you = B e = —

configure Audacity, you will need to tell it g e
where to find this file so don’t forget E e Tl L s J
=
3

L+

- README.tXt 29KB  TKTFile 11/13/2005 8:11 FM
Where you put 1t. [2]urinstnn.dst BKE DATFis 7[31/2006 11:21 AM
Lrins000 e 654KB Application 7/31/2006 10:56 AM

nie_enc 17LKE  Appication Extension  7/29/2004 2:19 AM

[Type: Application Extension Size: 171 KB [171k8 {3 My computer

Configuring the Software

While you have LAME on your computer, Audacity does not yet know how to find it. So
you'll need to tell Audacity wherethe LAME library islocated. Fortunately, you'll only
need to do this once. There are a couple of other configuration settings you should also
check before you begin using Audacity. This section will explain how to handle these
tasks.

Start Audacity if it isn’t already running. Y ou can click on itsicon on the
desktop if you created it. If you didn’t, go to the Start menu, select @
Programs, and then select Audacity. Audacity

Once AUdml ty IS runnl ng’ On the Edlt File | Edt Wiew Project Generate Effect Analyze Help =8l-leix
menu, select Preferences to take you to the
. R Canit Reda Gl 9 II) J) »IJ
configuration page. e - :
v i g |
H i Ctr:+T A8 42 B 0 plil -48 42 36 30 -24 48 42 6 O
i G P T gy [Micophene =
s.\Tme Gl ;g| }9|8|8|

Duplicate ChD

Select...
Find zZero Crossigs £
Selection Save
Selection Restore

Mowe Cursar...
Snap-To

Project rete: 44100 | [Cursor: 0:00.000000 min:sec [Snap-Ta Off]
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Y ou can wander through the various
sections of Preferences, but most of the
defaults are pretty reasonable. We'll begin
by setting the location of LAME.

To set the location for LAME, begin by
clicking on the File Formats tab (if itis
not already selected) and then click on the
Find Library button on the right in the
MP3 Export Setup section.

Y ou get a brief message about what you
are doing. Click on Yesto proceed.

On the next screen, you identify the
location where you saved the LAME
library. Navigate to the appropriate
directory, the one in which you saved the
LAME library, select the file name by
clicking on it, and then click on Open.

Audacity Preferences

Audia VDI Quality File Farmats | Spectrngramsl Diractmiesl Intarfacel Keyhﬂardl Mﬂusel

" Jizke 2 copy ol the fle before aditing (safert
& Read directly from the original file [faster]

’—When importing uncompressed audia filss into Audaci ‘

—Uncompressed Expart Format

[withs Microsoft 16 bt PCM) ]

Wwia [Microsoft). Signed 16 bit PCh

0GG Export Setup
’7065 Quaity: [5 0 } i ‘
— MP3 Export Setup
MP3 Library Version:  LAME +3.96 Find Libram
Bit Rate: 128 >
T =
ot expart MP3 Fles directly, but instead uses the
AME library to handle MP3 file encoding, au must
d Iy, by downloading the LAME MP3 encoder,and then locate this file for Audacity, You
Would you like ko locate lame_enc.dil now?
2
Look i [ (3 Audacity =« ® e E-
Languages
Myquist
Plug-Ins
File namne: Ilamefenc.dll j Open
Files of type: |l lame_enc. il =l Cancel

™ Open as read-anly

Y ou should return to the Preferences screen. Check under the MP3 Setup section to
ensure that there weren't any problems. If you don’t set up LAME at this point, you can
still use Audacity. However, the first time you attempt to export an MP3 file, you'll be

required to go through this setup.

Also on the File Formats tab, you might want to select Make a copy of the file before
editing (safer). Thiswill protect you against accidents. At some future point, you may
also want to change the Uncompressed Export Format so make a mental note that you set

this here.

Under the Audio I/0O, you can specify the Playback and Recording devices should you

have problems.

Under Directories, you can specify the default storage location for files.




