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Downloading, Installing, and Configuring Audacity 
Under OS X   

This tutorial describes downloading, installing, and configuring Audacity on computers 
using the OS X.  If Audacity is already on the computer you are using, you can skip the 
sections on downloading and installing Audacity, but you might want to glance over the 
section on configuring Audacity.   

Downloading Audacity & LAME  

To work with MP3 files with Audacity, 
you will need to download and install both 
Audacity and the MP3 encoder LAME. 
You can get both by following the 
appropriate links from the Audacity 
download page at sourceforge.net. Point 
your favorite web browser to 
http://audacity.sourceforge.net/download/

 

and follow the link to the stable release for 
OS X. When this document was prepared, 
that was 1.2.4b.  

This will take you to a page with a link to 
download the program and another link for 
the LAME download.  Start by following 
the link to Audacity. (You’ll come back 
this page to follow the link to LAME later 
in the installation.) 

http://audacity.sourceforge.net/download/
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For the installer, sourceforge.net has a 
number of mirror sites with the software. 
Just select a site close to you and click on 
Download.          

You will be warned that you are 
downloading an application. Just click on 
Continue.             

You’ll have an Audacity folder on your desktop when you are done.    

Now that you have Audacity, you need to 
download LAME. Go back to the 
download page and follow the links for 
LAME. Select the link for OS X.         
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You’ll receive another warning about downloading an application. 
Click on Continue. Once you are done, you should have a LAME 
icon on your desktop.   

Installing the Software  

Now that downloads are complete, you are ready to install them. With Audacity, you just 
need to drag the folder to wherever you want it.  

For LAME, double click on the icon to unpack the library. After a very 
briefly displayed progress screen, you’ll see a new icon on your desktop, 
the LAME library.   

You probably won’t want to leave this on 
your desktop. A likely place to leave it is 
in your Audacity folder. Just don’t forget 
where you put it. You are going to have to 
tell Audacity where to find it before you 
can use it.    

Configuring the Software  

While you have LAME on your computer, Audacity does not yet know how to find it. So 
you’ll need to tell Audacity where the LAME library is located. Fortunately, you’ll only 
need to do this once. There are a couple of other configuration settings you should also 
check before you begin using Audacity. This section will explain how to handle these 
tasks.  

Start Audacity by double clicking on its icon. (Your icon probably 
doesn’t have the .APP extension.)   

Audacity should start.  
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Once Audacity is running, on the Audacity 
menu, select Preferences to take you to the 
configuration page.     

You can wander through the various sections of Preferences, but most of the defaults are 
pretty reasonable. We’ll begin by setting the location of LAME.  

To set the location for LAME, begin by 
clicking on the File Formats tab (if it is not 
already selected) and then click on the 
Find Library button on the lower right in 
the MP3 Export Setup section.          

You get a brief message about what you 
are doing. Click on Yes to proceed.       

On the next screen, you identify the 
location where you saved the LAME 
library. Navigate to the appropriate 
directory, the one in which you saved the 
LAME library, select the file name by 
clicking on it, and then click on Open.      

You should return to the Preferences screen. Check under the MP3 Setup section to 
ensure that there weren’t any problems. If you don’t set up LAME at this point, you can 


