Photoshop Elements 3 — Miscellaneous Techniques

There are severa useful Photoshop Elements tools that we haven't covered in any of the other
lessons. Here they are.

The Spot Healing Brush Tool

The Spot Healing Brush tool is similar to the Clone
Stamp tool. It is particularly useful in removing
small spots— dust from an image for example.
Open Dust.jpg and saveit as Dust_1.psd.

Thisis a scanned photograph that has alot of spots

on the sky from dust that was on the slide when it
was scanned.
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Zoom in to 100% and look for dust on the BN
image. A few spots are indicated by arrowsin

the picture at the right. We need to remove the
spots.

We could use the Clone Stamp tool to do this,

but the Spot Healing Brush tool is even better
for this purpose.

Choose the Spot Healing Brush tool from the toolbar. Set the sizeto
somewhere around 20 pixels and the type to Proximity Match.

L_'EI Adobe Photoshop Elements 3.0 (Editor) Dust_1.psd @ 100% (RGE/B)
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Position the Spot Healing Brush cursor over one of the spots and click the Dust_1.psd @ 100% (RGE/B)
mouse. Y ou should see the spot disappear.

Repeat this process for the other spots on the image.

Asyou can see, thisis aquick and easy way to remove spots from an image.

TheHealing Brush Tool

The Healing Brush Tool is like the Spot Healing Brush except that it is useful for removing lines
rather than spots.

As an example, open LindaMe.jpg and saveit as
LindaMe_1.psd. Asyou can see, thisisapicture of a
wizened elderly man and his child bride. We would
like to flatter the old guy and remove the wrinkles on
his forehead.

Zoom in to 100% and focus on the old guy’s B i
forehead. . !

Select the Healing Brush Tool.
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Set theDiameter of the Healing Brush to be slightly large
than the width of the wrinkles maybe 12 pixels or so.

Position the cursor next to one oéttvrinkles and sample this area by
holding down theAlt key while you click with the mousesimilar to
sampling an area with the Clone Stamp Tool.

Holding down the left mouse button, sweep the Healing Brush over
small portionsof a wrinkle one afer anotherFor example to

remove the portion of the wrinkle shown in the picture at the right, |
applied the Healing Brush five times to successive small portions of
the wrinkle.

In my experienceremovingsmall portions is important. If you try to
remo\e the entire wrinkle at once, you may cause problems with the
image.

Remove all the wrinkles from the old guy’s forehead. When you are
throughsave the picture dsndaMe_2.psd We will use it again.
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