Photoshop Elements3—More About Layers

Adjustment Layers

One disadvantage of the Undo History feature is that the Photoshop processing history of an
image is not saved with afilewhen it is closed. Aslong asthefileis open in Elements, the
processing history isthere, but if thefileis closed the history islost. This means that, once afile
is closed, you will not be able to adjust any of the changes you have made.

Thisiswhere Adjustment Layers comein. A few of the most important Light and Color
adjustments in the Enhance menu (L evels and Hue/Saturation in particular) also are available as
layers. If you add a Levels Adjustment Layer, you make the tonal changes on the layer rather
than the original picture. The Adjustment Layer is saved as part of the image, so that if you open
theimage' sfile later, the layer will still be there and adjustments can be atered if you should so
desire.

Open Harbor.jpg and saveit as Harbor_1.psd. select Fitter View Window Help
Mew L h,
Choose Layer, New Adjustment Layer, Levels Dupicate Layer... | CadsiProto Browser
from the main menu. Mode: | Block v
I Mew Adjustment Layer 3 Levels... I
WS Contrast.,.

After being asked a name for the layer, you will see the L evels histogram for the image.

=7 Layers MORE #

If you view the Layers palette, though, you will see that the image — =
now has a second layer. The new layer is a Levels Adjustment A @ F k@
Layer, as symbolized by the histogram icon in the Layers pal ette.

= [0

=
- @ Background [

@ Levels 1

Use the Levels histogram to improve the tonal values of the image. When you are through, save
theimage asHarbor_2.psd and close the image.
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Harbor_1.psd @ 100% (Levels 1, Layer Mask/3) o x

Levels -5
. Chanm:u | [ I—T— earn more clicking I
Open Harbor_2.psd again. ntow 10| 10 18 rough doara Hou e
If you view the Layer palette, e S - A
D i @i ot vl
you should see that the e —
!_eveIsAdjustment Layer still I | T et = oy |
isthere. W

Double-click on the
histogram icon in the layer.
This should display the
Levels histogram of the
image again. Y ou should find
that you can adjust the tonal

levels of the image again.

Closethefile.

Adjusting the Levels of Individual Colors

So far, when we have adjusted the tonal values of an image using the Levels histogram, we have
adjusted all of the colors at once. It also is possible to adjust the three colors (Red, Green, and
Blue) individually, which sometimesis a useful way to change the color of an image.

Open LivingRoom.jpg and saveit as LivingRoom_1.psd. Create a L evels Adjustment Layer.

Levels

In the Levels histogram, select the Red channel and adjust the p—S _
levels of the red colors in the image. e —

Help
Auto

F

Qutput Levels: IU 255 FAEAE S
=y v Preview
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Select the Green channel. The histogram for this channel _ A
looks well-exposed and does not appear to need adjusting. mmes ID_WIF |
__teb |
I e
- ES ¥ Preview
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) ) Channel lE!Iue—;l T ok
Finally, adjust the levels of the Blue channel. o Leves [0 [100 B e |
Help
Y ou should find that the color of the image is more acceptable now. |

Hue/Saturation Adjustment Layer

Open LivingRoom.jpg again and save it as
LivingRoom 3.psd. Thistime, create aHue/Saturation
Adjustment Layer.

In the Adjustment Layer, adjust the hue and saturation of

the image to give more acceptable colors. Does this work
better than adjusting the colors with Levels?

Drop Shadows and Layer Styles

Levels

II5

Fy

Output Levels: |0 2 [
- = v Preview
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Select Filter View Window Help

| Pew y r (& Photo Browser
Duplicate Laver. .. -

Resclution:

i 3
h
I Mew Adjustment Lawver 3 Levels..,

Brightness/Contrast. ..

We used drop shadows in the previous lesson to give text a shadow. A drop shadow edge also
sometimes can be a nice touch on pictures, because the shadow makes them appear to float
above the background. In particular, pictures with drop shadows can have a nice effect on aweb

page. Open SophiaPark.jpg and save as SophiaPark_1.psd.

Create aduplicate layer of the background, so that you have a

second layer that is a copy of thefirst.

Lesson 7 Elements 3— More Layers 3
David Whisnant

=7 Lavers MORE ¥

Normal (s | Opacity: | 100% ]
al [ Leck: [ &

January 30, 2007



Enhance Layer Select Filter View

Let’s add some canvas around the image so we can see the drop

shadow when we add it. Select I mage, Resize, Canvas Size from the Rotate 4K el
main menu and expand the canvas to awidth of 6” and a height of 6. ransorm ' E=ai™

‘SophiaPark_1.psd @ 1003 (RGB/B") i

Liideranned Photos
3 Image Size...
Mode 4

Styles and Effects
In the Styles and Effects section of the Layers palette, select L ayer ZVELB O
Styles, Drop Shadows, and High. Y ou should see a drop shadow —
somewhere around the image. The position of the shadow will .
depend on the style settings. ‘ . =
High Lo Noisy
L ¥

Select Filter View Window Help

Mew ' r f:> Photo Brow
Duplicate Laver. .. }

Delete Laver

To change the position of the shadow, select L ayer, L ayer
Style, Style Settings from the main menu.

Resolution:

Laver Stvle 3 Skyle Setkings. ..

Mew Fill Laver 3 Copy Laver Skyle
Mew Adjustment Layer »
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For example, changing the Lighting Angle
to 141° and the Shadow Distance to 42
pixels will make the shadow look like
shown in the picture at the right.

iaPark_1.psd @ 100% (Background

Style Settings

Try different lighting angles and shadow
distances to see what you like best.

Lighting Angle: @ [141 |° [#]use Global Light

Cuter Glow Sizes I '
Inner: Glow Size:

Bewvel Size:

Eewal Direction:
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When you are through, you may crop the image,
leaving the shadow within the uncropped area.
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Layer Masks

Open the imag8pires.jpg and save it as Spires_1.psd.

This picture of a glacien Alaska is potentially a good
one, but haga lot of exposure problems because of the high
contrasiandthe haze in the air from forest fires on the day
it was takenThe spires in the foreground are fairly well

exposed, but the mountains and sky behiedwashed out.

The Levels histogram for the entire picture looks pretty
good, so it doesn’t look like we can do much by changing
the image as a whole.

Instead we are going to need to work on the image a piece
at a time. We can do this Inyasking out sections of the
image we do not want to work with.

Choose th&election brushand switch tdMlask mode withOverlay Opacity = 100% and
Hardness = 50%

Select the ice below the mountains. It will appear that you are
painting the ice with @ but you are not. The red simply
indicates the masked area that will be protected when you
make changes.

Feather the selectiorio soften the boundary between the
selected and unselected areas.
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