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exclusion - inferred the name of a novel object by exclusion of familiar already-named objects. 
Retention of these names using this procedure was limited to short periods, however, just as usually 
observed with children. 

According to Alliston Reid, "This research is important because it demonstrates that dogs, like 
children, can develop extensive vocabularies and understand that certain words represent individual 
objects and other words represent categories of objects, independent in meaning of what one is asked 
to do with those objects." 

Additional research is needed to determine whether these impressive language abilities are shared by 
other breeds of dogs. This work encourages research into how the historical relationships between 
humans and dogs may have influenced the abilities of dogs to communicate with humans, and 
whether this influence is unique to dogs.  

### 

"Border collie comprehends object names as verbal referents" by John Pilley and Alliston Reid. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.beproc.2010.11.007  
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