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DAYS 1 - 6: JERUSALEM 
 

Day 1, Wednesday January 8 
Overnight flight to Israel  

  

Day 2, Thursday January 9 
Flight arrives in morning 

 

Jerusalem tour – We will have our first view of the holy city of Jerusalem from atop the Mount 

of Olives.  We will descend the mount to visit the Garden of Gethsemane and the Church of All 

Nations.  Entering the Old City, we will follow along the Via Dolorosa (“Way of suffering”) 

where Jesus walked with his cross to his crucifixion, ending at the Church of the Holy Sepulcher.  

We will visit the Old City and its markets before returning to our hotel for dinner and rest. 

  

Day 3, Friday January 10 
 

Jerusalem tour – After breakfast at the hotel, we take off again to explore Jerusalem.  We will 

visit The Israel Museum, the country’s national museum, including the Shrine of the Book where 

Dead Sea Scrolls are housed.  In the afternoon, we will arrive early at the Western Wall as Jews 

visit the wall to pray on Shabbat.  We will then enjoy a Shabbat dinner together. 

  

Day 4, Saturday January 11 

 

Bethlehem tour – Today, we will tour the city of Bethlehem, the birthplace of Jesus.  We will 

visit the Church of the Nativity and the Shepherds’ Fields.  We will visit the Qsar el Yahud 

baptismal site on the banks of the Jordan River. 

  

Day 5, Sunday January 12 
 

Morning free: church services available to students (optional) 

 

Jerusalem tour – Our tour of Jerusalem continues with visits to the Temple Mount, the Davidson 

Archaeological Park, and Mea Shearim.  Students will have free time in the afternoon to explore 

the pedestrian mall at Ben Yehuda Street. 

  

Day 6, Monday January 13 
 

Jerusalem tour – We devote half the day to Yad Vashem, the moving memorial containing the 

Holocaust History Museum.  Our afternoon will include free time followed by group reflection 

in the evening.  



DAYS 7 – 10   The South: Masada, the Dead Sea, and the Arava Valley 

Day 7, Tuesday January 14 
 

Desert Tour – We depart Jerusalem this morning and head south, stopping at the caves of 

Qumran, where the Essenes lived 2,000 years ago and where the Dead Sea Scrolls were 

discovered in 1947.  We will continue to the Dead Sea, the lowest point on earth where we will 

float on the buoyant salt waters.  Finally, we stop at the Bedouin camp of Kfar Hanokdim where 

we will spend the night in a tent enjoying Bedouin hospitality. 

  

Day 8, Wednesday January 15 
 

Desert Tour – Our first order of business today is to ascend the cliff top fortress of Masada where 

Jewish rebels ultimately succumbed to a siege of the Romans.  Our time at the Bedouin camp 

continues with a camel ride and then we set off on a drive further south to Kibbutz Lotan where 

we will spend the next three nights. 

  

Day 9, Thursday January 16 
 

Eilat and Timna Park Tour – We explore the south of Israel today with outdoor activities at 

Timna Park and free time in Eilat, Israel’s resort town at the northern tip of the Red Sea. 

  

Day 10, Friday January 17 
 

Kibbutz tour – We will spend the day at our kibbutz, touring and learning about kibbutz life.  We 

will be hosted for a lovely Shabbat dinner at the kibbutz. 

  

DAYS 11 – 12   Petra   
 

Day 11, Saturday January 18 
 

Petra – We depart the kibbutz after breakfast and enter Jordan to reach the ancient city of Petra, 

named by Smithsonian Magazine as one of the “28 Places to See Before You Die.” 

  

Day 12, Sunday January 19 
 

Petra tour – We will spend the day at the magnificent Petra. 

  

 

DAYS 13 – 16   The North: Nazareth and the Galilee 

 

Day 13, Monday January 20 
 

Galilee Tour – We depart Petra and head to the Galilee in the north of Israel.  Our stops will 

include Bet She’an, one of the most ancient sites in Israel; Belvoir, the crusader fortress; and Beit 

Alfa, a Byzantine-era synagogue. We end in our hotel in Nazareth where we will spend the next 

four nights. 

  



Day 14, Tuesday January 21 
 

Galilee tour – Our tour today visits Capernaum, a center of Jesus’ activities in the Galilee and the 

Mt. of Beatitudes, the traditional site of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount.  We will take a boat ride 

on the Sea of Galilee in a wooden boat resembling ancient times.  You will have free time in 

Tiberias followed by a jeep ride on the Golan Heights. 

                  

Day 15, Wednesday January 22 
 

Galilee tour – We visit the catacombs at Beit She’arim Burial Caves National Park and then 

proceed to the modern city of Haifa to visit the Shrine and Gardens of the Baha’i faith. 

 

Day 16, Thursday January 23 
 

Galilee tour – Today, we start by touring our home base of Nazareth, described as the childhood 

home of Jesus and still a center of Christian pilgrimage.  Our visits will include the Church of the 

Annunciation in Nazareth.  We then go to visit Sepphoris, a historical and architectural site with 

the famous mosaic called the “Mona Lisa of the Galilee.”  We will stop to plant a tree at the 

Jewish National Fund’s site in the Galilee.  If time, we will also visit Safed -- the center of 

Kabbalah or Jewish mysticism. 

 

DAYS 17 – 20  Tel Aviv    
 

Day 17, Friday January 24 
 

Galilee and Tel Aviv – We depart Nazareth for modern Tel Aviv.  Along the way, we visit the 

archaeological site of Megiddo and the ruins of Caesarea Maritima, the seat of the Roman prefect 

named for Augustus Caesar.  We will spend Shabbat evening in Tel Aviv. 

  

Day 18, Saturday January 25 
 

We will spend our final weekend touring Tel Aviv, staying in homestays if possible. 

  

Day 19, Sunday January 26 
 

Tel Aviv tour – We will tour Independence Hall, the site where Israel signed its Declaration of 

Independence in 1948 and then visit the ancient city of Jaffa, today beaming with wonderful 

shops among its old streets. Free time to shop. 

 

Day 20, Monday January 27 

 

Free time in Tel Aviv before our evening flight back to the U.S.! 

 


